Evaluation of tissue factor antigen level in human seminal plasma.
We measured the seminal plasma levels of tissue factor (TF) and interleukin-6 (IL-6) in men and examined their relationship with sperm concentration and motility. The study comprised 71 patients in three groups: an infertile group with ( n=11) and without ( n=50) leukocytospermia and a fertile group ( n=10). The seminal plasma levels of TF were significantly higher in the infertile patients than in the fertile ones. The seminal plasma levels of both TF and IL-6 were significantly higher in the infertile patients with leukocytospermia than in those without leukocytospermia. In 54 nonazoopermic cases the seminal plasma levels of TF were significantly correlated with the sperm concentration and sperm motility. Further studies are necessary to clarify the role of TF in human fertilization.